
Syracuse and Central Upstate are at the heart of New York’s
Creative Core – 12 counties where great business opportunities
and a fantastic quality of life converge. 

Our Core assets:  35 colleges with 130,000 students feeding 
a workforce that’s 20% more educated than the national average;
a global leader in green environmental and energy systems, 
biosciences, financial services and advanced manufacturing; 
surrounded by the Finger Lakes, the Adirondacks and the
Thousand Islands – a playground for your mind, body and soul.

This is a place where we grow business from the ground up –
knowledge-based business, high-tech business, creative business.  
We support them and invite you to come join us. 

The Metropolitan Development Association speaks 
your language.  We are businesspeople – growing business.  
We build partnerships to get deals done.  Period.  Call us.
Confidentially.  (315) 422-8284.  www.mda-cny.com

www.creativecoreny.com

Have an idea for the Next Big Thing? Create it here…in New York’s Creative Core.

MDA
Business. Leadership. 
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PROFILE Syracuse

Word of Mouth

Outdoor dining on sushi or pasta. 
The aroma of fresh-baked bread. Sounds 
of a live quartet. The trendy Armory 
Square neighborhood offers shopping, 
spas, gourmet restaurants, family fun, 
and loft living all in seven square blocks 
in the heart of Syracuse.

“When people say downtown, they 
mean Armory Square,” says Merike Trei-
er, economic development specialist with 
the Downtown Committee. “There’s 
nightlife, shopping . . . vibrancy.”

It wasn’t always this glamorous. The 
Erie Canal and railroads spawned 19th-
century factories, warehouses, and ho-
tels. The armory housed weapons, sol-
diers, even the cavalry. The railroads’ 
decline left the area nearly abandoned by 
the 1960s. But with the 1970s came a re-
birth, with old buildings put to new use. 

Named a National Historic District in 
1984, the area underwent more revival 
in the ’80s; new apartments came online 
in the ’90s. “It’s a very new example of 
urban renaissance,” says Treier.

Weekdays, Syracuse University stu-
dents and faculty bustle in and out of a 
satellite classroom building. Office work-
ers grab a quick lunch or browse art gal-
leries. On weekends, families frequent 
the Museum of Science and Technology. 
Nighttime means dining, music, and the 
bar scene as well as big-name perform-
ers at the Landmark Theatre.  
                                  — Michele A. Reed 

The Place to Be
Armory Square 

adds zest to 
downtown.
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Diners enjoy a late summer 
night outside P.J. Dorsey’s.
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